Full-arch restoration of the jaw with fixed ceramo-metal prosthesis: late implant placement.
The completely edentulous patient has few treatment options in conventional dentistry. When implants are considered, treatment plans range from a 2-implant overdenture to a completely implant-supported prosthesis. Fixed prosthesis is often the preferred selection of the edentulous patient. This study assesses the 5-year cumulative survival rate of implants placed to support full-arch fixed restoration. During 1990 to 1995, 171 implants were placed in 22 completely edentulous jaws of 20 patients. All patients were discharged wearing immediate dentures. The implants were analyzed as to the number of implants per jaw, implant location, length, and diameter. The 5-year cumulative survival rate was 89.9%. The mean number of implants per jaw was 7.7 for the maxilla and 8 for the mandible. In the maxilla, the preferred implant locations were the canines, centrals, laterals, and first premolars; in the mandible, they were the canines, laterals, and first molars. The mean implant length was 14.2 mm for the mandible and 13.2 mm for the maxilla. The mean implant diameter was 3.6 mm for the maxilla and 3.8 for the mandible. The results of the present study indicate that fixed full-arch ceramo-metal restorations can be a predictable implant treatment modality for the edentulous patient.